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Covering Method in Severe Shading Tea Field for High Quality and High Profits of Second Crop of Tea Production.
SAKAIDA Teruki, Tetsuya YOSHIOKA, Kentaro NAKAZONO and Jyuichi NITABARU (Fukuoka Agricultural Research Center,
Chikushino, Fukuoka 818-8549, Japan) Bull. Fukuoka Agric. Res. Cent. 31: 63-69 (2012)

To establishment of covering method in severe shading tea (Camelia sinensis L.) field for high quality and high profits of
second crop of tea production, we investigated the influence of the covering period on the characteristics of new shoots and
yield. By covering the field early after an opening time of 0.5 leaf, the yield has decreased, although crude tea with high total
nitrogen, free amino acid, and sensory levels was obtained. From the standpoint of profitability, we concluded that the covering
from an opening time of 1.5 leaf was most profitable. Moreover, covering for a period of over 8 days from an opening time of
1.5 leaf greatly improved the quality of the crop. However, on covering for over 16 days, the content of free amino acid and the
leaf color decreased.

Therefore, we concluded that a covering time of 14 days from an opening time of 1.5 leaf is most suitable for obtaining high
quality and high profits of second crop of tea production in severe shading tea field.

[Key words : severe shading tea field, second crop of tea, covering method, quality, profits]
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