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Improvement in work efficiency and labor savings in harvesting strawberries with use of a riding cart. MORIYA-
Ma Tomoyuki, Hisayosi MaNaBE, Takasi KanNaMarRu, Yuuko TOKUNAGA, and Yuuko SAKAIDA (Fukuoka
Agric.Res.Cent.,Chikushino,Fukuoka 818-8549 Japan) Bull. Fukuoka Agric.Res.Cent. 17: 83-86 (1998)

In order to improve work efficiency and reduce the physical burden involved in harvesting strawberries fruits,
the impact of using a riding cart was investigated. The number of fruits harvested per hour by walking through fur-
rows increased in proportion to an increase of the number of harvested fruits per unit area. It was considered that
the number of fruits per unit area was one of the fundamental factors affecting work efficiency. When harvesting
by walking through furrows, work efficiency in picking one line per row was higher than that in two lines per row.
On the other hand, when harvesting with the use of a riding cart, work efficiency in picking four lines per two rows
was higher than that in two lines per two rows. When the number of fruits exceeded 350 per a, the degree of work
efficiency with the use of a riding cart was the same as walking through furrows. Stooping and muscle burdens on
the back, waist and legs, were reduced by using carts compared with the work load of walking and harvestings.
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